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has been made of the improvement effected in the Pro-
vince of Kumaon; and other parts of India present in-
stances of equally successful administration, but the area
of new cultivation has not kept pace with the incfease
of population. It is sad that so many of the people
should be underfed. In our own country and in Ireland
this question of sufficient food for the entire population
is one of the pressing difficulties of the day. Much is
within the power of people themselves to improve their
condition. We know it is so at home, and it is so in
India, There, there is a vast body of sturdy beggars,
under the guise of religious devotees, who feed on the
people. Lending and borrowing go on at a most hurt-
ful rate. If a person finds himself possessed of some
twenty or thirty rupees, he either puts it into jewels for
the female members of his family, or lends it at an
exorbitant rate of interest. It has sometimes seemed as
if creditors and debtors included the entire population.
Debt, not by law but by custom, is hereditary, and a
man is expected to pay the debts of his grand-parents.'
Marriage expenses are so heavy, that very often.a debt
settles down on a man on his marriage day under which
he lies till the day of his death. Government has done
much to induce leading men to bind themselves to a
moderate expenditure on the occasion of marriages, in
the hope that the example might prevent the unreason-
able and pernicious profusion of the marriage season.
If the habits of the people were changed the pressure
of poverty would be greatly lightened.
There is much room for improvement in the incidence
of taxation. The land-tax, we may say the land-rent, is
the main source of revenue, but it is alarming to think .of
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